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A day out of the ordinary

Walk around villages like Oia or Fira and discover
along the way the little shops that give colour-
ful tones to the white traditional buildings and
paths.
The dazzling white houses which contrast
against the deep blue of the sea in Santorini and
the Cyclades in general is certainly an integral
part of the settlements. The picturesque build-
ings definitely ensure low temperature in the
summer, as the white reduces the heat inside.
But, was it always like this? 
It seems that, since ancient times, the islanders
had color in their lives: the walls, various con-
structions, even the famous frescoes of Akrotiri
are full of color: blue, ocher, and generally
earthy colors. However, during Metaxas’ dicta-
torship, in the early 20th century, it was ordered
that all houses should be whitewashed, mainly

due to diseases prevalent in those days, as the
material lime was considered suitable for de-
contamination. Shortly afterwards, the image of
the white house with the Aegean blue on the
background becomes the Cyclades’ trademark!

Picture of the month
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Musical
instruments

MMuusseeuumm
in Oia, Santorini

Dear friends, 

In busy Oia you can discover a very spe-
cial exhibition. Photographers and
tourists may not be familiar with this
kind of art and therefore the applause
goes for the famous sunset, a few me-
ters away. Nevertheless the exhibition
amazes those who choose to visit it.

Keep on travelling!

Christodoulos Halaris’s Collection
Reconstructed Greek Ancient, Byzantine 
& Post Byzantine Musical Indtruments.

Guide to
Akrotiri

A new guide to the Prehistoric Town
of Akrotiri has been published. The
book includes outstanding photos
and provides the traveler with useful
insight about the prehistoric town. 

• Book dimensions: 22x24 cm
• Language: English
• Pages: 110

You can buy it from bookshops, press
points and wineries or contact us at:

newspaper@santotraveler.com

Book & Style (Fira): 22860 24510
Bookstore & more: 22860 25040
Atlantis Books (Oia): 22860 72346
SSAAFF (Vlychada): 22860 85141 
IANOS.GR (Athens): 210 3217917
POLITEIA.NET: 210 3600235
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The new and elegant Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria CONVIVIUM,
located in Fira between the Central Square and the Caldera, assures
and offers the highest quality and typical Mediterranean flavours.
Our menus include a large selection of homemade pasta, fish, meats
and dessert. Good wine list. 
Facilities: Wi-Fi, vegetarian, vegan & gluten free dishes. 
Available for weddings or business dinners.



If you are one of us, the ordinary people,
you rarely have the chance to walk on an
active volcano. On my trip to Santorini I de-
cided to become one amongst the blessed
few and take a trip there, it seemed like the
perfect opportunity.  There was not much
chance of doing it any place else, was
there?  It truly was an amazing experience
but a few tips might save you a lot of trou-
ble…

Down to the harbor
I booked our tickets in Fira, a few days in advance.
We chose to take the boat that was conveniently
leaving from the old harbor in Fira. As I have a fear
of heights I preferred not to take the cable car but
use the steps instead.  Well, I shouldn’t have,   it’s no
piece of cake walking down there! Not because of
the sun that made me sweat all the way or because
of the distance. But I never expected that these
wide steps would be so extremely slippery that I
would almost slip and slide every ten meters. 
Most of the people that were near would also go
extremely slowly, reaching for the rocks in order to
keep their balance.  And as if that wasn’t enough,

the donkeys that carried people from the harbor to
Fira seemed to have no sense of direction!  Some of
them would go right, some left, leaving me won-
dering if they at last started a rebellion and decided
to tread on every tourist in sight. And trust me, you
do not want to know anything about the smell…
When we finally reached our destination in one
piece, we bought hats and water- things we should
have done an hour earlier but hey, it’s never too late
to do the right thing!  Our boat arrived on time and
it was from another era, probably a better one. We
started our small journey to the volcano feeling like
Jack Sparrow, only with beer instead of rum. The
sun was shining, music was playing, the air was
playing with our hair, life was good.

Riding on an active volcano!
The volcano in Nea Kameni is surprisingly close,
about 10-15 minutes by boat. When we hit the
shore it became apparent that this time we had to
climb up. Not to worry, it’s not a big deal even for us
who do not like exercise much.  The most tiring
walk is the one up to the first stop - it gets easier
from there. Besides, you can stop at any time,
though it would be a pity.  Our guide told us all
about the story of the island, how it used to be
round, about the Minoan eruption and how we had
nothing to worry about being on it - some of the

AA  DDAAYY  OOUUTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  OORRDDIINNAARRYY
Scripts: Marietta Papathanasiou 

Photos: Carolina RIkaki
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… the two small black islands in the middle of the
caldera, Palea and Nea Kameni, are 2000 and 425
years old respectively 

... The sea water near Palea and Nea Kameni
changes colour due to the hot springs and miner-
als stemming from the volcano 

…The water temperature in the Hot Springs of the
volcano can reach 37 degrees Celsius 

... It seems that the first ever photograph in his-
tory depicting a volcanic eruption was in the 1866
volcanic eruption in Nea Kameni, Santorini. 

...The active volcanic island of Santorini, Nea Ka-
meni, hosts seven craters.  

...The inactive volcanic island of Palea Kameni
numbers only one inhabitant and a few chickens
and goats. 

...The eruptions of AD 1866-1870 in Nea Kameni
islet destroyed the 50 houses and the port of the
island, resulting in the decision of permanently
evacuating this small volcanic island. 

group were rather worried about it, believe it or not. There were huge black and red
rocks everywhere, it felt like a giant’s playground.  Rather impressive, but we ex-
pected no less. Seeing Santorini from the top was great but you also shouldn’t miss
the view from the back side of the volcano, where you see Old Kameni (the older,
smaller volcano) and the almost emerald sea between the two Kameni.  Who knew
that Santorini would also have green waters? We took some photos to prove that we
made it all the way - if anybody asked - and the next part of the trip began, this time
to the hot springs.

Hot springs
The hot springs, as they are called, are not springs and are not hot. It’s a part of the
sea near the shore of the volcano that has an almost orange color due to the high
percentage of sulfur in it. They say it is luke-warm and healing, but we were warned
that swimming there might leave a stain on our bathing suits. Either way, it seemed
rather weird to me to swim in orange waters so I avoided it by splashing near the boat
where the sea has its original color - blue, that is.

Next stop, Thirassia
The boat stopped a little off the shore for a swim, and I must tell you that the water
there has a color that I have never seen before. It’s not green, orange, turquoise or
deep blue, it’s rather something in between the last two. It is actually beyond de-
scription, I highly recommend taking a dive there. Do not forget to take pictures like
I did, I’m still regretting it. 

BBQ on board
After all that exercise - and beer - a barbeque was just what we needed. We were
served local dishes, Greek salads, potatoes, meat on sticks and local wine, all that
you can eat and all very tasty. When the feast was over we headed to Oia where we
made a stop to watch the sun set.  Out of the blue, a young saxophonist started play-
ing, just to make a great moment perfect. I have to admit he caught me by surprise
at first but music easily took all the cynicism away after just a few notes.
But that was just our trip. Every cruise might offer a different schedule, different
menu, different surprises. If you decide to go for it, check these things out. It does-
n’t matter if you are a couple on a honeymoon or a group of friends, you are bound
for a lovely time out of the ordinary - and that’s a promise!

Back to Fira
On our arrival, six hours later, we took the cable car back to Fira, I was not about to
make the same mistake twice. I dared take a look outside and the view was well
worth it. The ride only lasted a few minutes so even if you are afraid of heights,
please don’t miss it. There are some things that photos just can’t describe and San-
torini is the living proof of that. 

So, until your next trip… ahoy mates! 

KAPARI TAVERNA: Mediterranean cuisine
Mediterranean cuisine is the food from the cultures adjacent to the
Mediterranean Sea. Although this  region spans a wide variety of cul-
tures, the historical connections of the region, as well as the impact of
the Mediterranean Sea on the region's climate and economy, have led to
there being many common elements in the foods. 

Grandmother's
recipies
Our foods are based
to old, traditional 
recipies, our grand-
mother's recipies!

Kapari taverna
Fira - Santorini - Greece
(main road Fira - Firostefani)

T. +30 22860 27086

santorinikapari
www.santorinikapari.gr
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If you are thrilled by the volcano you’ve
visited in Santorini, then you will be
more than happy to know that there are
still more volcanoes in the Aegean Sea,
waiting to be explored! One of the most
impressive volcanoes, worldwide, is in
Nisyros, in the Dodecanese.

Nisyros island
Nisyros, a small island in the Dodecanese, appeared
160,000 years ago, following a huge volcanic erup-
tion in the area between Kos and the island Yali. Its
present shape was formed 20,000 years ago, after

the last volcanic eruptions in the area. 

Mythology and History
According to Greek mythology, Nisyros was created
under strange circumstances: during the Gigan-
tomachy (the battle between the Giants and the
Olympian gods), Greek god of the sea Poseidon
starts chasing the Giant Polybotes, who has lost and
tries to escape to the Aegean Sea. 

Near the island Kos, Poseidon reaches up to him,
breaks off a piece of Kos with his trident and throws
it against Polybotes, crashing him under it. So, Nisy-
ros was formed and Polybotes lets out his sighs
under the island, through the volcano. 

As Poseidon is the creator of the island, he is also
considered Nisyros’ protector, so there is a temple
dedicated to Poseidon and many ancient coins de-
picted his head. The myth of course explains the
bonds that Nisyros has had with nearby Kos since
ancient years, bonds in the cultural, social and fi-
nancial level. Many residents from Kos used to live
in Nisyros, as many signs show and there is a Nisyr-
ian community in Kos too. Both islands had com-
mon kings, common military regiments and same

type of system of government. 

SSHHAAKKIINNGG  IISSLLAANNDDSS::  NNIISSYYRROOSS

0022

Santorini

Kos

Nisyros

Turkey

Rhodes
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Nisyros Volcano
It dates back to the ancient years but it is the
newest large active volcano in the Aegean Sea: its
oldest rocks are about 150,000 years old while its
newest are almost 15,000 years old. Together
with Methana, Milos and Santorini, it is considered
a part of the active volcanic arc of the Aegean.
There are ten craters on the bottom of the caldera
(which is not underwater!), the largest of which is
Stefanos, with an impressive diameter of 330 me-
ters and intense hydrothermal activity. However,
the entire island of Nisyros is a huge volcanic ed-
ifice, as every stone and rock was created as a re-
sult of the volcanic activity.
The large variety in the composition and forms of
the rocks making up the island, the extensive and
easily accessible natural sections and the won-
derful climate throughout the year make Nisyros
an outdoors geological museum!

The Volcanological Museum
The first volcanological museum of Greece is sit-
uated in Nikeia, Nisyros and aims at introducing
the visitors to the amazing but unknown world of
geology and volcanoes. The exhibition itself re-
minds us of a true volcanic landscape and trans-
fers the visitors inside the volcano!

PPHHOOTTOO  0011::  Crater “Stefanos”

Special thanks to Haris Diakomihalis for the content.

PPHHOOTTOO  0022::  Near Poseidon’s home

0011

0033

PPHHOOTTOO  0033::  Amazing volcanic rock formations
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TREKKING • EXPLORE
SEA KAYAK • SUP
DAY & SUNSET TOURS



Santa Marina
“Santa Marina, one of the hundreds of hidden chapels of Santorini.”

SSaannttaa  MMaarriinnaa  ooff  MMeeggaalloocchhoorrii  ((AAgghhiiaa  MMaarriinnaa))  iiss

aa  ssmmaallll  bbaassiilliiccaa  cchhaappeell,,  llaayyiinngg  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee

cclliiffff  ooff  tthhee  ccaallddeerraa,,  ffaacciinngg  tthhee  KKaammmmeenneess  iisslleettss

iinn  cceennttrraall  SSaannttoorriinnii..  TThhee  ssmmaallll  cchhuurrcchh  wwaass  bbuuiilltt

bbeettwweeeenn  11553377  aanndd  11665500,,  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess

ooff  tthhee  nneeaarrbbyy  sseettttlleemmeenntt,,  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaa--

mmoouuss  vviinneeyyaarrddss  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd..  TThhee  cchhaappeell  iiss  pprrii--

vvaatteellyy  oowwnneedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAkkyyllaass  ffaammiillyy..    

Recent renovations under the auspices of the Hel-

lenic Ministry of Culture revealed an interesting part

of the history of the church. Bellow the ubiquitous

white plaster covering the exterior walls, thumping

ancient carved marbles were discovered, many of

which decorated with inscriptions and reliefs.  Con-

sidering the lack of such building material on the is-

land, the origin of the marbles is thought to derive

from ancient temples that were dismantled to pro-

vide those valuable elements. Apart from its unusual

past, Santa Marina possesses icons of unique

beauty, as well as an important wooden temple in-

cluding a captivating orthodox painting of Archangel

Gabriel on its left door. 

However another important aspect of Santa Marina,

omnipresent in all Santorini’s chapels and religious

history, is the celebration of the nameday of the

Saint. Early in the morning of the 17th of July, as

well as at its eve, the Akylas family prepares a full

feast, with the traditional panigìri, during which

food, wine as well as the blessed bread is provided

to more than 500 of revelers that visit the chapel to

celebrate the Saint’s day. Traditional delicacies like

split peas, stewed beans, sardines, local tomatoes

of Santorini, and dry white Assyrtiko wine is pre-

pared in the small kiosk by the church and served

to visitors, after the morning mass.  

These feasts, still widely observed on the island are

some of the few surviving old cultural customs of

the Aegean Archipelago. Once these celebrations

served the purpose to provide food to the poor, es-

pecially when the populace of Santorini used to be

famished only half a century ago. Nowadays this

custom has evolved to a celebration of the unique

cultural identity of the Cyclades, and hopefully will

be preserved by the generations to come. 

Vangelis Paravas

Photographer & Marine Biologist
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AnAmerican
in

Santorini
Jeanne Fryman is from California, USA
and was living and working as a speech
pathologist on the Jicarilla Apache in-
dian reservation when she decided to
move in Santorini, Greece. 

Many people from the USA visit our country
for holidays. Why does someone coming from
a country like the USA decide to live in Greece?
JJ..FF..:: I first came to Santorini in 1984. I arrived at
the old port and when I got to the top I looked out
at the caldera and felt like I was home; I felt a total
sense of familiarity and serenity. I returned for vis-
its in 1985, 1987 and 1988 and then decided to
move here in 1989 on the 4th of July, my true In-
dependence Day. I must confess I never thought
I would be here this long, but the life I made here
suited me more than the life I had in the US. Also,
I must acknowledge that my job has been a sig-
nificant factor in my life in Santorini. I have
worked in Tropical Bar for most of the 29 years
that I have been living here. Steve Fotinelis es-
tablished his bar 35 years ago and has maintained
a relaxed and friendly venue through all these
years; an incredible legacy that his wife continues
to preserve and advance. I have a beautiful “of-
fice” with a stunning caldera view, which allows
me to meet people from all over the world. I am
very proud to be a part of the Tropical team.  

Has Santorini changed since you came to the
island? 
JJ..FF..:: Oh yes.  Changes for the good and some not
so good.  Frankly, Santorini has lost its traditional
charm.   Although we have the unique scenery of
the caldera etc., globalization and the expansion
of the local economy have resulted in a style con-
scious environment.  On the other hand, it also

means better access to technology and overall
modernization of services, which is definitely a
positive change. 

What do you miss from your home country? 
JJ..FF..:: Mostly my friends and family. I find the life
there far too consumer driven and homogeneous.
In my opinion, the houses, the cars, the malls etc.
are generally too big and lacking in individuality.  I
do miss the infrastructure:  good roads, desig-
nated parking, regular rubbish removal, under-
ground utility lines and a general cleanliness.   

How important is nutrition in the overall qual-
ity of life?  Do you believe that Greece has an
advantage on that over foreign countries?
JJ..FF..:: Nutrition is key to all aspects of life and
Greece definitely has advantage in that area. We
have much better and affordable access to fresh
foods and excellent olive oil.  I do worry about the
growing market for pre-prepared foods and fast
food outlets.  Unfortunately, as our lives and our
visitors demand more of our time, these “conve-
niences” can sometimes be a necessary option. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages
of living on an Aegean island? 
JJ..FF:: For me, the advantages are a greater sense of
community and to some degree, less stress. I
would say the disadvantage is less access to cul-
tural events, concerts and more expensive goods. 

What can be done to improve the quality of life
in Greece and especially in Santorini? 
JJ..FF..:: I think this depends on where you live, so I
will only answer with regard to Santorini.  Obvi-
ously, improved infrastructure is essential, not
only for tourism, but for the community in gen-
eral. Rubbish dumping laws should be strictly en-

forced to encourage a sense of pride in our com-
munal environment and not just in our own yards
and houses.  Also, there is a growing problem in
regard to affordable rentals for residents.  It has
become increasingly difficult to find an apartment
or house for rent due to the expansion of Airbnb.
This is personal for me as I am being kicked out of
my house which I have lived in for almost 16
years. Therefore, my quality of life at the moment
is diminished by the prospect of being homeless,
and I am not alone.  There are many people facing
the same situation, which affects business owners
who are unable to find staff due to the housing
shortage.  Perhaps changes to the regulation of
construction &  rentals is in order.   

Do you believe that responsible and sustain-
able tourism is the answer to the problems?
How can it be achieved? 
JJ..FF..:: Definitely!  I would say that anything is pos-
sible if the will and the forethought exists.  How
can this be achieved?  I would say that foremost,
we need good community planning favorable to
local residents and tourist population.  I think such
planning should keep in mind that more is not
necessarily better where tourism and transport is-
sues are concerned.  If we are determined to have
people visit our small piece of paradise, we need
to make sure we have the necessary infrastruc-
ture, efficient/safe transportation and an ade-
quate labor force to assure that their holiday
experiences are positive. This is a must for all
tourists, not just the luxury crowd.  Also, the ex-
pansion of niche tourism related to cultural stud-
ies and events, athletic activities (such as hiking,
yoga, cycling and kayaking) and ecology would
be a positive development for both tourists and
residents. 

IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWW

with Jeanne Fryman

Tropical Bar Fira Santorini
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Have you ever combined travelling
with learning? It is a really refreshing
experience and offers true insight at our
islands civilization. 
Here are some creative educational ac-
tivities and tours by the HELLENIC CUL-
TURE CENTRE, in Santorini.

• Introduction to the Greek language
Learn one of the most beautiful languages of the
world.
This crash course is a fun way to start learning
Greek. It is a good introduction to every day basic
vocabulary. You will also discover the Greek alpha-
bet and words with Greek roots in other languages.
Learn how to greet people, introduce yourself and,
most importantly, order a drink in a ‘kafeneio’ or
‘taverna’..
This is a Beginners' crash course for those who
don't have any previous knowledge of modern
Greek. If you wish to take more advanced lessons,
check http://www.hcc.edu.gr/en/ to discover our
offer of language courses for all levels.

• Visit Thirassia, tribute to the past! 
A half-day excursion to Thirassia island, brunch In-
cluded.
Thirassia, an island unspoiled by tourism. You will
be enchanted by the island's unspoiled beauty with
its little whitewashed houses and colourful gar-
dens. In Thirassia you’ll escape from the monotony
of urban tourism developments and will enjoy total
peace and tranquility. 

All participants are accompanied to the Ammoudi
port in Oia and then to Thirassia by a 10-minute boat
trip. A brunch in a local panoramic tavern will be of-
fered during the guided tour at no extra cost.

• Discover Santorini’s most interesting
churches
Church trail and learning about the Church - State
relations in Greece.
Can you guess the exact number of churches in
Santorini? Why are there so many churches on
such a small island?  What is the role of the Ortho-
dox Church of Greece in social and political life
today? You will attend a presentation and then visit
six churches and one cemetery. 
All participants are accompanied by car throughout
the whole tour, from one stop to the other. A lunch
in a traditional tavern will be offered during the
guided tour at no extra cost.

• Enjoy a walk around Megalochori 
and the caldera
Visit one of the most beautiful traditional villages
and be introduced to its residents.
Our walk takes us through the traditional village of
Megalochori, one of Santorini’s most beautiful vil-
lages. We learn about its history and culture and
talk to local people for an authentic insight into vil-
lage life. The walk ends at the Caldera and the
"Heart of Megalochori", a rock in the shape of a
heart!

• Enjoy a Walking Tour from 
Megalochori to Pyrgos or vice versa
You will love this guided walk through a footpath
from Megalochori to Pyrgos, the highest village in

Santorini. On the way we come across chapels and
observe the vineyards. When arriving in Pyrgos, we
see behind us an unexpected sight:  an old castle.
Inside the castle we find the old houses of the vil-
lage and some of the oldest churches on the island.
We might end up at a cozy coffee shops for a glass
of  Santorinian wine!

• Discover Emporeio through a 

quiet footpath
Walking Tour from Megalochori village to Emporio
village OR vice versa.
Have you ever heard of Emporio castle? It’s the

Learning Holidays



most well-preserved medieval castle in Santorini and the most impressive from an
architectural point of view. We offer a guided walk through a footpath in the vine-
yards, walking down from Megalochori to the centre of Emporio. 
All participants are accompanied by our tutors throughout the whole tour. You can
choose to take the walking tour either from Megalochori to Emporio or from Empo-
rio to Megalochori, according to your preference. The footpath is easy and suitable
for any age. Comfortable shoes and a hat are anyway suggested. 

• WINE TASTING - Guided tour around up to four local wineries
Wine is good for the heart and the soul! We will visit up to four wineries in Megalo-
chori. You will sample delicious wines and discover the unique aromas of the island’s
viticulture. 
All participants are accompanied by car throughout the whole tour, from one stop
to the other. You can choose between a 2-hour tour with visit, lesson and tasting at
one winery or a 4-hour tour with 12 total wine samples in four different wineries.

• Learn the secrets of Santorini Soil! 
Visit to a local farmer and learning about Santorini local products.
Have you ever seen people working the land? Usually they stop working and smile
at passersby. They are some of the friendliest and most hospitable people in San-
torini, which is why we visit them! A walk through the vineyards of Megalochori
takes us to a local farm outside the village. There we meet a local farmer who shares
the secrets of the Santorini soil on which he grows some of the island’s delicious
products.
All participants are accompanied by our tutors throughout the whole tour. The path
is easy and suitable for any age. Comfortable shoes are anyway suggested.

• Cooking Lesson - Explore the taste of Greece!
Traditional cooking hands-on lesson and presentation on Greek food.
If you love food you will really enjoy this! You’ll start by hearing a short ten minute
lecture about Greek food and eating habits, then take part in an interactive game to
learn more about Greek food customs. Then, with the help of a professional cook,
you will prepare your own dishes with fresh ingredients in a traditional tavern in
Megalochori village.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
LANDSCAPE PAINTING LESSON • FRESCO PAINTING WORKSHOP • ICONOGRAPHY 
PAINTING WORKSHOP • DANCING LESSON • SINGING LESSON

For availabitity, participants, duration, language, price and tranfers, 
contact the Hellenic Culture Center or visit 
https://www.santoriniculturalactivities.com/ 
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CCeerraammiiccss  HHaanndd  oonn    wwoorrkksshhooppss

Ceramics hands-on lesson and presentation of
ancient and modern Greek ceramic art
In ancient times, pottery manufacture was
vital to the local economy. Rediscover that

creative past and mould your own master-
piece, with the help of award-winning artisan
potter Andreas Makaris. 
Materials and tools are provided.

JJuullyy  &&  AAuugguusstt  OOnn  ddeemmaanndd

GGrreeeekk  LLaanngguuaaggee  ccoouurrssee  ffoorr  bbeeggiinnnneerrss

Two-hour Greek Language crash course for
beginners. Specialized teachers come to your
place and offer an introduction to one of the
most ancient and beautiful languages in the
world. Full intensive course offered also for
one or two weeks, all year round. 
Time schedule and content according to your
needs. 

JJuullyy  &&  AAuugguusstt    OOnn  ddeemmaanndd

HELLENIC CULTURE CENTRE (HCC) 
Megalochori, Santorini, 
ifigenia@hcc.edu.gr 
tel. 22860 82820,  6944 105484  
www.hcc.edu.gr
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Greece’s foremost cultural festival, the

Athens & Epidaurus Festival presents numer-

ous theatre, dance, and music artists, ac-

claimed in Greece and worldwide, attracting

large audiences from around the world. 

History of the venue
The Sanctuary of Asklepios at Epidaurus, within

which the Epidaurus Ancient Theatre is situated, was

one of the most extensive sacred sanctuaries in an-

cient Greece. It belonged to Epidaurus, a small city-

state of the Classical period located on the nearby

western coast of the Saronic Gulf, where the village

of Palea Epidavros (Old Epidaurus) stands today. The

buildings of the Sanctuary - temples, athletics facil-

ities, the theatre, baths, etc. - were built in an ele-

vated valley surrounded by mountains. The

Sanctuary was linked to the ancient city of Epidaurus

by an ancient road, large parts of which survive

alongside the modern asphalt road leading to the

site.

The construction of the theatre
As Epidaurus developed, various athletic and artistic

contests, including theatrical ones, were added to

the worship of god Asklepios, through which sys-

tematic medical care was developed in antiquity.

These contests at the Sanctuary (held in the theatre,

the stadium and elsewhere) formed an integral part

of the activities conducted in honour of the god of

medicine. Unlike other theatres of the Classical and

Hellenistic periods, the theatre at Epidaurus was not

modified during Roman times, and thus retained its

original form throughout antiquity.

The prevailing view among experts is that the the-

atre was built in two distinct phases. The first dates

to the 4th century BC, a period of significant con-

struction activity at the Sanctuary. The second cor-

responds to the mid-2nd century BC. The original

layout of the Epidaurus Theatre stage shows that it

was intended for the performance of dramatic works

at the level of the orchestra. During the second

phase, actors would have performed on a raised

proscenium, leaving the orchestra for the chorus.

Architecture
The theatre is the best preserved monument of the

Sanctuary of Asklepios at Epidaurus. It has a perfectly

executed tripartite structure characteristic of Hel-

lenistic period theatres: auditorium, orchestra, and

stage building (skene). The orchestra is perfectly cir-

cular (19.5 m in diameter), with a floor of beaten

earth bounded by a ring stones at its perimeter. An

open duct running around the outside of the orches-

tra collects and drains the rainwater that runs off the

auditorium.

THE ANCIENT THEATER OF EPIDAURUS

Photo: Loukas Hapsis

Star trail & light painting in Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus

Agamemnon by Aeschylus
In the first part of Aeschylus’ trilogy, King
Agamemnon returns to Argos, shortly after the
end of the Trojan War. Agamemnon triumphantly
marches into the city and his palace, flaunting
the Trojan princess and Apollo priestess Cassan-
dra as his spoils of war. Clytemnestra welcomes
her husband, all pomp and circumstance. How-
ever, it is quickly revealed that her enthusiasm
conceals a well-orchestrated plan. She has de-
cided to take revenge for the murder of their
daughter, Iphigenia, sacrificed by Agamemnon to
get the Greek ships afloat over ten years ago. The
red carpet she rolls out for Agamemnon’s return
foreshadows the impending bloodbath, when
she and her accomplice/lover, Aegisthus, murder
the king and his concubine.

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess

DDiirreeccttoorr::  CCeezzaarriiss  GGrraauužiinniiss

66  &&  77  JJuullyy 2211::0000

Plutus by Aristophanes
The main hero is Chremylos, a bankrupt farmer
who is at a loss to understand why he lost his for-
tune, despite being honest and pious. Chremylos
and his slave, Carion, nurse Plutus to health.
Blinded by Zeus, Plutus is unable to distinguish
between the just and the unjust, the honourable
and the dishonourable. When Plutus finally re-
gains his sight, justice is accordingly restored.
Aristophanes’ comedy is a wink to the audience,
indicating what he would consider fair in an ideal
polis: everyone getting their just deserts.

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess

NNaattiioonnaall  TThheeaattrree  ooff  GGrreeeeccee  --  NNiikkiittaa  MMiilliivvoojjeevviić

1133  &&  1144  JJuullyy 2211::0000



OOeeddiippuuss  aatt  CCoolloonnuuss  bbyy  SSoopphhoocclleess

Oedipus, close to the end of his life,
seeks the temple of Athena at Colonus.
The Chorus attempts to drive him out.
However, King Theseus pardons him
and allows him to stay, both because
he is a suppliant and because Oedipus
promises to repay the kindness if they
allow him to have Colonus as his final
resting place. Creon arrives from
Thebes to claim Oedipus; however, his
efforts are met with resistance by The-
seus and the citizens of Athens. Polyn-
ices also arrives in Athens and asks his
father to take his side in the upcoming
battle against Eteocles. Oedipus curses
both his sons. Suddenly, Zeus’ thunder
signifies that the time has come for
Oedipus to meet his end. Oedipus, ac-
companied by Theseus, proceeds to his
burying place, blessing Athens and The-
seus for their hospitality.

DDiirreeccttoorr::  YYaannnniiss  KKookkkkooss

EElleeccttrraa  bbyy  SSoopphhoocclleess

Electra, written circa 412-411 B.C., dramatizes
one of the bleakest episodes in the Atreidae
mythology: the revenge for Agamemnon’s mur-
der. The main character, Electra, constantly re-
lives the murder of her father, imploring the
gods to punish his murderers. Her lust for re-
venge is rekindled by the return of her brother,
the exiled Orestes. Their plans of punishment
will culminate in matricide. Sophocles’ drama
focuses on Electra, eschewing the moral prob-
lematics of matricide. Revenge is a conscious
choice of the characters rather than a mandate
of the gods. 

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess
NNaattiioonnaall  TThheeaattrree  ooff  GGrreeeeccee  --  
TThhaannooss  PPaappaakkoonnssttaannttiinnoouu
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TThheessmmoopphhoorriiaazzuussaaee  bbyy  AArriissttoopphhaanneess
Euripides is upset after finding out that the
women who are about to celebrate the Thes-
mophoria are bent on punishing him for his un-
flattering portrayal of female characters. In an
attempt to escape, Euripides comes up with a
plan: he decides to have a friend of his infil-
trate the festival, disguised as a woman, and
vindicate him. Mnesilochus is up to the task. At
the festival, the women of Thesmophoria, the
Thesmophoriazusae take turns accusing Eu-
ripides. Mnesilochus takes the floor and also
speaks against Euripides, but eventually tries
to support him. 

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess

DDiirreeccttoorr::  VVaannggeelliiss  TThheeooddoorrooppoouullooss

2211::0000 2277  &&  2288  JJuullyy 2211::00002200  &&  2211  JJuullyy

OOrreesstteess  bbyy  EEuurriippiiddeess

Orestes was first presented in 408 B.C. A few
days after killing his mother, Orestes is being
relentlessly pursued by the Furies. Electra and
the ill Orestes are faced with the wrath of Argos’
citizens, who wish to sentence the siblings to
death. Menelaus, arriving from Argos together
with Helen, is their only hope. Even though
Menelaus promises to help Orestes, he decides
against it after having a talk with his grandfather,
Tyndareus. Orestes defends himself before the
Ecclesia, the popular assembly, with his loyal
friend, Pylades, by his side. However, he fails to
change the verdict. Orestes, Electra, and Py-
lades decide to take revenge against Menelaus,
planning to murder his wife, Helen, abduct his
daughter, Hermione, and set his palace on fire.

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess
NNaattiioonnaall  TThheeaattrree  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  GGrreeeeccee  --  

YYaannnniiss  AAnnaassttaassaakkiiss

TThhee  FFrrooggss  bbyy  AArriissttoopphhaanneess
The Frogs was originally presented at the
Lenaia festival in 405 B.C. Frustrated with the
lack of great dramas presented in Athens,
without any major tragic poets alive anymore,
Dionysus descends to the Underworld to bring
back to life a major poet destined to put a
stop to the Polis’ downward spiral. With that in
mind, Dionysus sets up a dramatic competition
between Aeschylus and Euripides. Pluto is to
judge the competition: the better man gets to
return among the living. For Aristophanes, with
his relentless satire of modern morals best
exemplified in Euripides, the winner can only
ever be Aeschylus.

WWiitthh  EEnngglliisshh  ssuurrttiittlleess

DDiirreeccttoorr::  KKoossttaass  FFiilliippppoogglloouu

2211::0000 2211::000033  &&  44  AAuugguusstt 1100  &&  1111  AAuugguusstt
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Syros
Cultural 

Agenda
If you want to combine a visit to a Greek island with cul-
tural events, then Syros, the capital island of the Cyclades
complex, is the one!

6th Syros DanceFest 2018 

(7 - 21/7/2018)

ddaanncceeffeesstt..aakkrrooppooddiittii..ggrr
The 6th International DanceFest features
a wealth of events and workshops on
contemporary dance, choreography, bal-
let, clown improvisation, dance architec-
ture, Alexander technique, body music,
theatre, flamenco, and yoga; also, a cre-
ative-dance workshop for people with
and without mobility impairments, and a
creative contemporary dance workshop
for parents and children. 

6th Syros International Film 
Festival (SIFF)(14 - 25/7/2018)
syrosfilmfestival.org
An annual meeting place for Greek and in-
ternational indie cinema, with a variety of
sections, including a competition section,
shorts and feature films, special tributes,
and many side events and debates, which
take place in remodelled and traditional
venues and other fantastic locations on
the island. A unique experience, featur-
ing major Greek and international film-
makers.

14th International Festival of 
the Aegean (15 - 29/7/2018) 
festivaloftheaegean.com
The International Festival of the Aegean

plays host to extraordinary opera recitals
that attract thousands of visitors.
Founded in 2005 by the Greek-American
conductor and music director Peter Ti-
boris as a labour of his love for Syros and
the iconic Apollon Theatre, the festival,
now in its 14th edition, under artistic di-
rector Eilana Lappalainen, attracts world-
class artists from many countries.

25th Syros International Guitar 
Festival (23 - 27/7/2018) 
guitarfestival.gr
Leading artists and educators join in an
extensive programme of evening con-
certs, the 15th guitar international com-
petition, seminars for beginner students,
and a guitar orchestra. 

5th Eye’s Walk Digital Festival 
(27 - 29/7/2018)  
eyeswalk.gr
A festival that brings together the unique
architectural heritage of Syros and con-
temporary video art and installations. In-
ternational artists produce video art and
installations in the extraordinary neo-
classical buildings of Ermoupolis in the
only festival of its kind in Greece. Video
art, installations, and performances meet
against the backdrop of the city's unique
architecture. 

14th International Classical Music Fes-
tival of the Cyclades (10-19/8/2018)
festivalcyclades.com
High-quality music concerts by world-
renowned orchestras, conductors, cham-
ber music artists, soloists, and
performers. A firmly established festival
of international appeal remembers all the
great artists who have honoured it with
their presence, in a rich, diverse pro-
gramme at the Apollon Theatre, the ar-
chitectural gem of Ermoupolis. 

7th Syros International Accordion 
Festival (20 - 25/8/2018) 
syrosaccordionfestival.com
Each summer, accordionists from Greece
and other countries meet in Syros to
share their passion for music.  Now in its
seventh edition, the festival features
unique accordion concerts and recitals in
the only event dedicated to the accordion
in Greece. Recitals by acclaimed accor-
dionists, seminars, exhibitions, children’s
workshops, concerts and dancing events.

2th ΑΝΩ International Organ Festival
(20 - 26/8/2018) 
facebook.com/anofestival
Organised by the Catholic Diocese of
Syros and the Association of Catholics of
Greek Nationality in Syros, ΑΝΩ Interna-

tional Organ Festival offers high-quality
music performances, exploring the
unique possibilities of the organ in Saint
George's Cathedral, Ano Syros – the old-
est organ in operation in Greece (built in
1888 by the celebrated organ builder
Zeno Fedeli). Set in a stunning location,
towering over the island, with unob-
structed views of the Aegean Sea, the
festival is a major attraction in the me-
dieval settlement of Ano Syros.

3rd International Rebetiko Festival
“The Syra of Markos Vamvakaris”
(29/8 - 2/9/2018)
facebook.com/rembetikofestival
Urban folk music has flourished in Syros
as an integral element of culture since
the early 20th century. The songs of the
great singer and songwriter Markos Vam-
vakaris have made Rebetiko music and
Syros known all over the world, inspiring
the establishment of this festival. This
year’s edition features an extensive
range of events – concerts, theatrical
performances, lectures, exhibitions, sem-
inars, as well as children's events, high-
lighting the contribution of Markos
Vamvakaris and his native island, Syros,
to Greek and world music.



Santorini
Cultural
Agenda

July
5 Years Santorini Arts Factory
Local painter Christophoros Asimis
is inspired by the 5-year operation
of Santorini Arts Factory festival.
The protagonists of his paintings are
people who have participated in the
art, theater, dance and music sum-
mer events. 
In Santorini Arts Factory, Vlychada.
Open daily 10.00 – 18.00. Free en-

trance.

July
Meeting the Greek painters
An exhibition of children’s works of
art, inspired by 7 Greek painters, as
part of the winter workshops.
In Santorini Arts Factory, Vlychada.
Open daily 10.00 – 18.00. Free en-

trance.

4 July
Giannis Charoulis
Giannis Haroulis is a Greek singer,
songwriter and lute player. He plays
a mixture of Greek folk and tradi-
tional Cretan music infused with
rock elements and modern sounds. 
His concert is at the Senior High
School in Fira, at 21.30.

20 July
Arton Trio
Arton Trio from Vienna, Austria, will
present a classical music pro-
gramme varying from Schubert to
Piazzolla.
At Gyzi Mansion, Fira, at 21.00. Free
entrance

23 July
Malamas & Papakonstantinou
Greek singer and songwriter
Socratis Malamas meets songwriter
Thanasis Papakonstantinou for a

concert full of “entehni” music.
At the Senior High School in Fira, at
21.30.

24 July
Innovating Tradition
Cellist and lyra player Giorgos
Kaloudis combines the traditional
music instrument with the modern
ones in a unique concert.
At Gyzi Mansion, Fira. At 21.00. Free
entrance.

25 July - 10 August
Bioluminescence 
Manolis Anastasakos, art director of
the 1st Βio Art Festival, presents his
video art project Bioluminescence -
BIOMIMICRY “Into The Light”.  
In Santorini Arts Factory, Vlychada.
Open daily 10.00 – 18.00. Free en-
trance.

27 July
Classical Music
ERT National Symphony Orchestra
present classical music from the
baroque period until the 20th cen-
tury.
The concert is held in front of the
Metropolis in Fira, at 21.00. Free en-
trance.

28 July
Rooftop Stories
With the new project ROOFTOP STO-
RIES, bassist Petros Klabanis takes
the audience on a music journey
through cities and favorite songs.
In Santorini Arts Factory, Vlychada.  

29 July
Lemon
How does it feel to watch a theatri-
cal play on a ferry boat? The ferry
that connects Santorini to Thirasia is
converted to Steamboat Virginia and
narrates the story of 1900, a great
pianist who was born and raised on a
ship and never set foot on land.
The event is organized by Santorini
Arts Factory and the ferry departs
from Athinios Port at 19.00 and from
the Old Port at 19.15.

30 July
Smyrna
A great musical journey from Asia
Minor, Cappadocia and Greece by 6
female voices.
At the Senior High School in Fira, at
21.30.

31 July
Music of the World
A concert dedicated to traditional
music of the world.
At Gyzi Mansion, Fira. At 21.00. Free
entrance.

3 August
Trouble in Tahiti
The opera group "The Medium Proj-
ect" presents Leonard Bernstein's
work into the sounds of jazz. The
work deals with the importance of
personal relationships, the pursuit
of happiness and the impossibility
of effective interpersonal commu-
nication.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

7 August
Ross Daly concert
Ross Daly is a world musician who
specializes in music of the Cretan
lyra. 
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

10 August
Moderato Cantabile
German cellist Anja Lechner and
French pianist Fran�ois Couturier
present their composition Moderato
Cantabile, based on works by G.I.
Gurdjieff, K. Vardapet, and F. Mom-
pou.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

17 August
Dimitra Galani
Greek singer Dimitra Galani meets
Thomas Konstantinou and Spyros
Manesis on a journey from East to
West.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

21 August
Classical music
Irish violinist Maighread McCrann
and Italian pianist Francesco Ni-
colosi give a concert with works by
Bach, Schumann, Schubert and
Liszt.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

24 August
Duo Melis
Guitar duo Susana Prieto and Alexis
Mouzourakis interpret works by D.
Scarla.i, J. Rodrigo, A. Piazzolla.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

28 August
Brazilian Music
Trumpet player Andreas Polyzo-
gopoulos joins Miranda Verouli and
her band Desafinados and play
Brazilian music.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21:00. Free
entrance

31 August
The Muse
A concert with the winners of the in-
ternational music competition “The
Muse”.
At Megaro Gyzi, Fira, at 21.00. Free
entrance.

For Daily 
Updated 

Travel News,
scan the 
QR code

15

JJUU
LLYY

  &&
  AA

UUGG
UUSS

TT

TThhee  bbeesstt  ssppoott  ffoorr  hhaaiirrddrreessssiinngg,,  
nnaaiill  sseerrvviicceess,,  wwaaxxiinngg,,  mmaassssaaggee,,  ssaauunnaa  aanndd  mmaakkeeuupp..  

EExxcclluussiivvee  wweeddddiinngg  ppaacckkaaggeess!!

MMaaiinn  RRooaadd  ffrroomm  FFiirraa  ttoo  PPyyrrggooss..  tt..  2222886600  2233667788,,  mm..  66997700  443344446644                            FFzz  BBeeaauuttyy  SSaalloonn  aanndd  SSppaa

SantoriniTraveler
July & August 2018



RReeaadd  &&  kkeeeepp,,  rreeccyyccllee  oorr  ppaassss  iitt  oonn  ttoo  aannootthheerr   ttrraavveelleerr......


